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Agenda 

Timing Topic

5 mins Welcome 

10 mins Introduction: overview of content and specification 

25 mins Understanding the assessment requirements and examples of student work

10 mins Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)

5 mins Support from Pearson, free and published resources

5 mins Contacts for further help



Introduction: overview of specification, 

content, and planning
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• This was a new course in 2016

• 60% of the content is ‘core’ and common to all Awarding Bodies

• Therefore we share similar course content to AQA, OCR and Eduqas

• It can be used to teach AS Geography as a stand-alone course, or as a two year GCE 

A level course.

Mapping Pearson Edexcel Geography
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• Topics 1 to 4 of the A level specification also form the AS specification:

 1. Tectonic Processes and Hazards

 2. Landscape Systems, Processes and Change

 3. Globalisation

 4. Shaping Places

Pearson Edexcel Geography
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• A level Geography has another 4 topics

 5. The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity

 6. The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security

 7. Superpowers

 8. Global Development and Connections

• In addition, candidates must submit an Individual Investigation as a Non-Examined 

Assessment (NEA)

Pearson Edexcel A level Geography
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GCE specification overview

Area of Study 1: Dynamic Landscapes Area of Study 2: Dynamic Places

1. Tectonic Processes and Hazards

2. Landscape Systems, Processes and Change

(Either 2A ‘Glaciated Landscapes’ Or 2B ‘Coastal 

Landscapes’, plus a minimum of 1 day of physical 

geography fieldwork)

3. Globalisation

4. Shaping Places

(Either 4A ‘Regenerating Places’ Or 4B ‘Diverse 

Places’, plus a minimum of 1 day of human 

geography fieldwork)

Physical Systems and Sustainability Global development and connections

5. The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity

6. The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security

7. Superpowers

8. Global Development and Connections

(Either 8A: Health, Human Rights and Intervention 

Or  8B: Migration, Identity and Sovereignty)
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• An editable course planner is available in the pack, which suggests plans for teaching 

for one or two teachers.

• If two teachers are sharing the teaching, how will you split the topics?

• Do you plan to enter any candidates for AS?

• When will you do compulsory fieldwork days?

• When will you introduce the NEA?

Planning overview
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Help with planning: 

• Each Topic has either three or four Enquiry Questions, and each Enquiry Question has 

three sections of detailed content, for example:

• Schemes of work and booklets on each Topic can be found  on the Pearson website, 

under the Course materials tab, then Teaching and Learning Materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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Things to consider when planning:

1. Geographical skills

2. Place contexts

3. Synoptic themes

4. Fieldwork & Independent investigation
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• Students are required to develop a range of skills, see p91-92 on the specification. 

• Most of these will be familiar from other Awarding Bodies’ geography courses.

• Maths skills have a special Guide on the website.

• Qualitative and quantitative approaches to data (e.g. coding and statistical tests)

• Much support elsewhere as well, for example FSC guide to statistics

1. Geographical skills 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Geography/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/math-for-geographers-guide.pdf
https://www.geography-fieldwork.org/a-level/before-starting/analysis/statistical-tests/
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Skills are integrated into the specification, 

for example:

‘Integrated skills’ 

are  signposted 

within the detailed 

content

‘Integrated skills’ are  

then detailed at the 

end of each content 

section

Guidance for integrating geographical skills for Topic 7

The following skills provide suggested opportunities for integrating the full range of skills 

outlined in the geographical skills appendix (Appendix 1). These skills are not exclusive to the 

topic areas under which they appear; students will need to be able to apply these skills across 

any suitable topic area throughout their course of study.

(1) Constructing power indexes using complex data sets, including ranking and scaling.

(2) Mapping past, present and future sphere of influence and alliances using world maps.

(3) Using graphs of world trade growth using linear and logarithmic scales.

(4) Mapping emissions and resource consumption using proportional symbols.

(5) Plotting the changing location of the world’s economic centre of gravity on world maps.

(6) Analysing future Gross Domestic Product (GDP) using data from different sources.
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Pause and reflect on your skills…

• Which topics and skills are you or other members of the department more or less confident 

at delivering within your Geography course?

o What do you think your strengths are?

o What are your concerns/questions?

o What sort of support do you think you’ll need?

Pearson Edexcel offers support, which will be explained later.
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2. Place contexts

• Throughout the content there are place contexts from developing, emerging and/or 

developed countries (defined on p.94 of the specification).

• Where place contexts should be taught, a           symbol is used in the specification content.
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2. Local and Contrasting places on Paper 2

• Shaping Places: choice between Regenerating Places and Diverse Places

• Enquiry Question 1 on both 4A and 4B, and 4A.6 and 4B.6 require candidates to study their 

local place and a contrasting place.

• Scale?     Location?

• Useful links: IMD (http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html)

• Datashine: https://datashine.org.uk 

• Consumer Data Research Centre: 

https://maps.cdrc.ac.uk/#/geodemographics/imde2019/default/BTTTFFT/10/-1.9948/51.3489/ 

http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html
https://datashine.org.uk/
https://maps.cdrc.ac.uk/#/geodemographics/imde2019/default/BTTTFFT/10/-1.9948/51.3489/
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Place contexts:

Choosing your local and contrasting places

North Kensington   Knightsbridge

(contains Grenfell)               (contains Harrods)

Contrasts in Kensington, west London 

Contrasts in the Truro area, 

Cornwall

Feock      Trehaverne 

(low deprivation (social housing)

rural)   
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Pause and reflect…

• What is your ‘local’ place?

• Which location would work for your ‘contrasting place’?

• In what ways do they have contrasts?
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3. Synoptic themes: Units 1-4

Players (P) Attitudes and actions (A)
Futures and 

uncertainties (F)

1. Tectonic 

Processes and 

Hazards

• Local and national governance. 

• Roles of scientists, planners, engineers, 

NGOs & engineers and resilience of 

communities.

• Resilience

2. Landscape 

Systems, 

Processes & 

Change

• Range from exploitation to 

preservation.

• Direct/indirect actions on natural 

systems.

• Unforeseen consequences.

• Climate warming 

mitigation and 

adaptation: both 

needed for 

stability.

3. 

Globalisation

• WTO, IMF, World Bank, EU, ASEAN, 

govts. (economic liberalisation, 

attracting FDI), TNCs

• Opportunities for disadvantaged groups.

• Pro- and anti-globalisation

• Environmental movement

• Pro- and anti-immigration

• Actions of NGOs and pressure 

groups

• Environmental 

consequences of 

resource 

consumption.

4. Shaping 

Places

• Increasing roles of TNCs, IGOs.

• Partnerships between government, 

charities and developers.

• Government as main ‘gatekeeper’ (open 

or closed-door policies).

• Planners and developers (controversial 

decisions).

• Range from cultural erosion to 

enrichment.

• Variation in local community.

• Attachment to places.

• National vs. local needs/opinions 

(NIMBYism), Urban vs. Rural.

• Govts. foster or suppress diversity.

• Intergenerational and global cultural 

trends.

• ‘Success’ dependent on attitude.

• Regeneration 

priorities and 

strategies.

• Future success 

depends on past 

decisions; differing 

legacies.
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Synoptic themes: Units 5-8

Players (P) Attitudes and actions (A)
Futures and 

uncertainties (F)

5. The Water Cycle 

& Water Insecurity

• Role of planners (managing land 

use).

• Various players in trans-boundary 

and internal conflicts.

• Contrasting attitudes to water 

supply (e.g. smart irrigation, water 

recycling → mega dams).

• Projections of future 

drought/flood risk.

• Projections of future 

water scarcity.

6. The Carbon Cycle 

& Energy Insecurity

• Role of TNCs, OPEC, consumers, 

governments.

• Role of business in developing 

reserves vs. environmental 

groups & affected communities.

• Attitudes of global consumers to 

environmental issues.

• Attitudes of different countries, 

TNCs and people.

• Uncertainty of global 

projections.

7. Superpowers • Role of TNCs in maintaining 

power and wealth.

• Role of powerful countries as 

‘global police’.

• Role of emerging powers.

• Actions and attitudes of global 

IGOs, different countries.

• Attitudes in relation to resources.

• Contrasting cultural ideologies.

• Uncertainty over 

future power 

structures.

8. Global 

Development & 

Connections

Players, attitudes and actions, futures and uncertainties, comprise a significant portion of this topic and 

so are not individually signposted.
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A level synoptic questions: 

Paper 3 (see 9GE03 Question paper and resource 

booklet)

• Paper 3 is a synoptic investigation that will link explicitly 

and/or implicitly to these synoptic themes (see p. 9 of the A 

level spec).

• The synoptic themes should be integrated into  teaching to 

prepare students for the style of questions in Paper 3.
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4. Fieldwork and Independent investigations

• The specification requires  students to complete a minimum of 4 days of fieldwork 

during their A level studies.

• Two days in year 12 and two days in year 13 are suggested.

• It is good practice to carry out fieldwork at the same time as taught content from the 

specification where possible

• Landscape Systems, Processes & Change and Shaping Places provide the setting 

for AS fieldwork questions in 8GE01 and 8GE02 exams

• They would also provide useful training for skills needed for the NEA for A level 

students. Carbon and Water topics would also provide appropriate themes

• This fieldwork will enable students to develop the skills necessary to carry out the 

investigation independently.
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Independent investigation

• Students produce coursework of 3000-4000 words  based on an ‘independent 

investigation’, which can relate to any specification content.

• This unit is internally assessed and externally moderated.

• Further details on support are explained later.



Assessment and exam papers
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• Our assessment structure is straightforward to navigate. 

• Questions ramp in demand within each section.

• There is a clear and consistent relationship between command words, mark tariffs and 

skills.

• Levels based mark schemes are explicit about the use of appropriate Assessment 

Objectives in these extended response questions.

• The Independent Investigation requires a range of skills, particularly independent study, 

research and extended writing skills, that will prepare students for higher education.

Assessment principles for A level and AS
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Assessment Objectives

Students must:
AS 

Level

A 

Level

AO1
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of places, 

environments,  concepts, processes, interactions and 

change, at a variety of scale
40% 34%

AO2
Apply knowledge and understanding in different 

contexts to interpret, analyse and evaluate 

geographical information and issues
35% 40%

AO3

Use a variety of relevant quantitative, qualitative and 

fieldwork skills to:

• investigate geographical questions and issues

• interpret, analyse and evaluate data and evidence

• construct arguments and draw conclusions

25% 26%

Total 100% 100%
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A Level AO breakdown

PAPER

Assessment Objectives
Total for all 

Assessment 

ObjectivesAO1 % AO2 % AO3 %

Paper 1 13 15.75 1.25 30%

Paper 2 13 15.75 1.25 30%

Paper 3 5.5 6 8.5 20%

Independent Investigation 2.5 2.5 15 20%

Total for A Level 34% 40% 26% 100%
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AS level: assessment overview

Paper 1 (90 marks) Paper 2 (90 marks)

50% of qualification 50% of qualification

• Section A: 

Tectonic Processes and Change

• Section B: 

Either Glaciated Or Coastal Landscapes

Resource booklet contains information about 

geographical issues within a place-based context.

And geographical skills, fieldwork and synoptic 

thinking.  

• Section A: 

Globalisation

• Section B: 

Either Regenerating Or Diverse Places

Resource booklet contains information about 

geographical issues within a place-based context.

And geographical skills, fieldwork and synoptic 

thinking. 

• Include short open response, calculations and resource questions.

• Also 6, 12 and 16 mark extended writing questions.
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A level assessment overview: Papers 1 & 2

• As with paper 3, these will include short open response, calculations and resource 

questions.

• Also 6, 8, 12 and 20 mark extended writing questions.

Paper 1 (105 marks) Paper 2 (105 marks)

2 hours and 15 minutes

30% of the qualification

2 hours and 15 minutes

30% of the qualification

• Section A: 

Tectonic Processes and Change

• Section B: 

Either Glaciated Or Coastal Landscapes

• Section C: 

The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity

• Section D:

The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security

• Section A: 

Globalisation

• Section B: 

Either Regenerating Or Diverse Places

• Section C: 

Superpowers

• Section D:

Either Health, Human Rights & Intervention

Or Migration, Identity & Sovereignty
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Paper 3  (70 marks) Independent Investigation (70 marks)

2 hours and 15 minutes

20% of the qualification

Submission deadline: 15 May before exams

20% of the qualification

Synoptic Investigation:

Resource booklet contains information about 

geographical issues within a place-based 

context.

This links to the 3 synoptic themes and is rooted 

in 2 or more of the compulsory content areas.

Must answer all Qs in Sections A, B & C.

As well as 8 mark extended writing questions, 

there are 18 mark and 24-mark essays.

Written report:

• Purpose of investigation: 12 marks

• Field methodologies: 10 marks

• Data representation & analysis: 24 marks

• Conclusion & evaluation: 24 marks

Total: 70 marks

A level assessment overview: Paper 3 & NEA



30© Pearson Education 2020

AS and A level command words:

Explain

(3, 4 or 6 marks)

Provide a reasoned explanation of how or why something occurs. An explanation 

requires understanding  to be demonstrated through the justification or exemplification 

of points that have been identified.

Suggest

(3 or 6 marks)

Used  in a question with a resource, candidate should ‘provide a reasoned explanation 

of how or why something may occur. A suggested explanation requires a justification/ 

exemplification of a point that has been identified.

Assess

(9 marks for AS and 

12 marks for AS and 

A level)

Use evidence to come to a judgement about the relative significance of something. 

Give balanced consideration to all factors and identify which are the most important.

Evaluate

(16 marks for AS 18, 

20 or 24 marks for A 

level)

Measure the value or success of something and ultimately provide a balanced and 

substantiated judgement/conclusion. Review information and then bring it together to 

form a conclusion, drawing on evidence such as strengths, weaknesses, alternatives 

and relevant data.
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Extended writing and assessment 

objectives
Total AO1 AO2 AO3

AS

Explain 6 6

Explain (resource-based) 6 3 3

Fieldwork Questions - Assess 9 9

Assess 12 3 9

Synoptic Questions - Evaluate 16 4 12

A level

Explain 6 6

Explain (resource-based) 6 3 3

Explain 8 8

Assess 12 3 9

Evaluate 20 5 15

Synoptic Paper - Analyse 8 4 4

Synoptic Paper - Evaluate 18 3 9 6

Synoptic Paper - Evaluate 24 4 12 8
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Summary

• Assessment objectives (AOs): their meaning and use in different exam papers and 

questions

• Design of exam papers and extended writing questions

• Consistent use of command words 



Marking activities from June 2019 

papers using the different command 

words
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Command word examples: 

Explain 3 with a resource
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Mark scheme



36© Pearson Education 2020

Sample (see 9GE01 Examiners’ report p31)
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The candidate receives 1 mark for stating that there is an increase in biofuel production 

and then a further 2 for explaining that this will increase the amount of carbon in the 

atmosphere as a result of less photosynthesis.

Candidates are reminded that the use of data from such resources is strongly 

recommended.

Commentary
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Command word examples: 

Explain 4 marks (never has a resource)
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Mark

Scheme
(See 9GE03 mark 

scheme p4)
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Sample
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This answer meets the needs of the question by suggesting that trade and aid play a large 

part in maintaining power in the core and dependency in the periphery. 

Obviously, there is more to be said about the details of that relationship but this is a 4 mark 

question so the depth of the answers will be modest but the points do need to be 

explanatory and the link back to the question explicitly, as they are here with references to 

'global patterns of power’.

This response was awarded 4 marks.

Commentary
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Command word examples: 

Explain 6 marks without a resource

(b) Explain why regeneration usually improves people’s local living environment.
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Mark scheme (part 1)
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Mark scheme (part 2)
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Mark scheme (part 3)
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Sample
(See 9GE02 

Examiners’ 

report p21)
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6 marks are scored here. Two settings provide the context here. The environment at London 

Docklands is improved through clearing derelict land, and economic benefits follow as 

investment is encouraged. Community activities and a sense of community often also 

accompany this, perhaps more so in Hull (the second setting) than in Docklands.

Two different locations allow a ‘broader range of ideas’ to be included. Thus there is a range 

of ideas here and some detail and development making this a level 3 answer, well focussed 

on the question throughout.

You may well be able to use your local or contrasting  places in these 6-mark questions. 

Look for opportunities to refer to your studies and use facts to provide ‘detailed and fully 

developed support’.

Commentary
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Command word examples: 

Explain 6 marks with a resource
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Mark scheme 

(1)
(See 9GE01 Mark scheme 

p19)
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Mark scheme (2)
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Sample
(see 9GE01 

Examiners’ report p21)



52© Pearson Education 2020

This answer was place in Level 3 and awarded 6 marks. This demonstrates accurate 

and relevant geographical knowledge and understanding of how deposition may have 

contributed to the development of this landscape. It applies knowledge and 

understanding to geographical information logically to find fully relevant connections/ 

relationships between the photograph and the question.

This answer had a range of ideas which were accurate and relevant including beach 

formation as well as details on wave type as well as succession with a focus on the 

development of the landscape.

Commentary
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Command word examples: 

Explain 8 marks (does not has a resource)
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Mark 

scheme 

(1) 
(See 9GE02 Mark 

scheme p27)
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Mark scheme (2)
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Sample (See 9GE02 Examiners’ report p49-50)
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7 marks scored. There is rather a lot of history and background to the UDHR here, and it 

takes a while before marks begin to be scored. Then there is a discussion of whether human 

rights apply in time of war, and then some discussion (not fully clear) about why some 

governments did not sign up to the UDHR. 'Type of government' is identified as a reason 

definitions vary, with reference to China and India.

A few human rights are briefly mentioned here (right to life and liberty, and freedom of 

expression and belief) but they are not fully explained or linked to the reasons given. For a 

higher level 3 mark, more detail on the rights and the reasons why they are either upheld or 

not would be required.

Commentary
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Analyse 8 marks (based on a resource)
(see 9GE03 Question paper  and resource booklet p20-21)



59© Pearson Education 2020

Mark scheme (see 9GE03 mark scheme p8-9)
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Sample (see 9GE03 examiners’ report p12-13)
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This answer illustrates a key element in the assessment process: the philosophy of positive 

marking. Most of the material on page 6 is irrelevant to this question although it would have 

worked quite well as a summary to an answer to Q04! 

However what comes before is a real attempt to engage with the resources and make 

comments about the relationship between plate boundaries and the distribution of 

earthquakes. Not all of this is correct, but the inferences are plausible and thus rewardable 

and the candidate brings their own understanding of tectonics to their answer; for example, 

the reference to different earthquake waves. 

This response was awarded 7 marks.

You cannot lose marks so, if in doubt, always include a point that you are unsure of.

Commentary
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Command word examples: 

Assess 12 marks (with or without  a 

resource)
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Mark scheme (1) (See 9GE02 mark scheme p5-6)
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Mark scheme (2)
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Sample (see 9GE02 Examiners’ report p7-8)
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The candidate examines methods, linking each to a specific environmental impact  caused by 

globalisation. Comparative points are made about the relative value of the different methods.

For full marks, an overall judgement about how far methods like these can counter the 

environmental impacts of globalisation would be useful.

Making your judgement clear from the start can help you structure your argument, making 

your essay more 'coherent', and enabling you to make relevant connections to the essay title 

throughout. Separate paragraphs for each new method/impact would have improved the 

structure here.

Commentary
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Command word examples: 

Evaluate 20 marks (without a resource)



68© Pearson Education 2020

Mark scheme (see 9GE01 Mark scheme p14-16 for the full version)
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Sample (extracts) (See 9GE01 Examiners’ report p16-18)



70© Pearson Education 2020

This answer reached Level 4 and was awarded 17 marks.

This demonstrates accurate and relevant geographical knowledge and understanding of the 

influences on the rate of glacier movement. 

The candidate applies this knowledge and understanding to produce a full and coherent 

interpretation that is supported by evidence and comes to a rational, substantiated conclusion. 

This was a well-supported response with details on the rate of movement for a range of ideas 

that comes to a clear judgement. The answer could have been improved if the candidate had 

considered internal and external rates of flow.

Commentary
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Command word examples: 

Evaluate 24 marks (with a resource)

See the whole 9GE03 resource booklet in the pack, at the end of the Question 

paper,  on p18-30.
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Mark scheme (See 9GE03 Mark scheme p16-18)
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Sample  (See 9GE03 Examiners’ report p35-37)
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Sample 1 continued (further extracts)



Non-Examined Assessment:

Individual Investigation
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Further support from Pearson Edexcel for 

the Individual Investigation

• There is further support for teachers and students in planning and 

carrying out the Individual Investigation on the Pearson Edexcel website 

in the ‘pre-recorded’ training pages.

• https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-

uk/pre-recorded-training.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk/pre-recorded-training.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk/pre-recorded-training.html


Support
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• Detailed analysis available of your 

students’ exam performance.

• It can help you to identify topics and 

skills where students could benefit from 

further learning.

• Mock Analysis provides analysis of past 

exam papers which can be set as mock 

exams.

Tracking progress

• Create your own tests online using 

FREE past paper questions.

• Contains a bank of past Edexcel exam 

questions and support materials.

• Helps you search for past papers, 

mark schemes and examiners’ reports.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://www.examwizard.co.uk/


Your Subject Advisor

Sally Dodsley

Twitter: @Edexcel_Geog

Email or live chat

You can sign up for Sally’s e-updates by completing

This online form

We also have an online community especially for Geography 

teachers.

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F90N000000gPw8SAE/geography
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• Student textbooks and other teacher resources:

• Available from Hodder, Oxford and Pearson, books 1 & 2

• Revision guides, workbooks and websites are available from several providers

Endorsed resources
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• We are committed to helping teachers deliver our Edexcel qualifications and students 

to achieve their full potential.

• To do this, we aim for our qualifications to be supported by a wide range of high quality 

resources, produced by a range of publishers, including ourselves.

• However, it is not necessary to purchase endorsed resources to deliver our 

qualifications.

Endorsed resources
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Thank you for listening and I 

hope you have found this 

presentation helpful!
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